




	Parasites That Affect Your Pet





Let’s face it; parasites are nasty little pests that cause disease, irritation and general unrest for our pets and us. The good news is that these parasites can be controlled and even eliminated from our lives and more importantly, the lives of our pets.  With simple monthly protocols, we can do our part in the war against parasites.

There are 2 types of parasites: internal and external. Some of the internal parasites are roundworms, hookworms, whipworms and tapeworms.  These parasites are generally transmitted through the environment, such as stool, contaminated dirt, and fleas.  These parasites are zoonotic, which means that you or your children may get them.  Washing your hands and the hands of your children will greatly reduce the chances of acquiring them. Some parasites that aren’t as common, but still cause a lot of problems with you or your pet are giardia and coccidia. Regular fecal examinations and deworming will keep these parasites at bay.   

Another internal parasite is the heartworm.  This worm lives in the chambers of the heart and cause heart disease.  This disease can be fatal if left untreated. Cats can get heartworms, too.  Although there is a treatment for dogs, there is not one for cats. Prevention is the best medicine when it comes to these pests.  The heartworm is spread by mosquitoes and is very prevalent in the south where we have mild winters and humid summers. Because of this, we recommend keeping your pet on heartworm prevention year-round.  Most of the heartworm preventions on the market provide some relief from intestinal parasites as well. Ask our staff which one is right for you.   

External parasites are usually fleas and ticks.  These pests cause skin irritation and can transmit many diseases.  Fleas cause anemia, allergic skin reactions, and transmit tapeworms.  The tick can transmit diseases including Lyme disease and Rocky Mountain spotted fever.  Using a monthly prevention will help eliminate these parasites from the lives of your pet.  We have several products to choose from that will suit your lifestyle, so please ask our staff which one is right for you.

At your pet’s yearly wellness visit, we will be checking for all of these parasites.  Intestinal worms are detected with a stool sample and a fecal examination.  Heartworms are detected by a simple blood test.  All of these can be done in our office the day of your visit, with same day results.  
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